THE patient is a woman with a small but well-formned auricle without a meatal opening. There is some hearing, and the rotation test shows vestibular reaction. There is asymmetry of the face. The mastoid process is flattened as compared to the other side. An X-ray photograph shows the presence of mastoid cells, demonstrating that a middle-ear tract of some sort is present. An exploratory operation has been performed, but no meatus was found. There was no evidence of the tympanic plate, and the jaw appeared to articulate with the posterior meatal wall. A small accessory auricle above and in front of the real auricle has been removed.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. W. MILLIGAN said the justification for operating in such cases was where one palpated the presence of an annulus tympanicus, and where one could demonstrate with the stethoscope or some such instrument the passage of air towards the middle ear. He asked whether, in this case, Mr. Cheatle investigated the nasopharynx and the condition of the Eustachian tube. If one could feel from the outside even a rudimentary annulus tympanus, and could demonstrate that air did affect the deeper part of the meatus, one was justified in making an exploratory attempt.
Mr. C. E. WEST asked what structure in the posterior meatal wall the jaw articulated with. He took it that it would be the anterior surface of the mastoid process.
Mr. CHEATLE, in reply, said the reason he did the exploratory operation was that the patient had hearing in ther ear and the vestibular reaction D-15 was normal. The mastoid cells were present, showing that a middle-ear tract was present. He was unable to detect by feeling whether there was a bony meatus or not. It might have been mere closure of the meatus at the auricle. He wished to make certain of that point, and that was the reason he operated. He examined the nasopharynx with the mirror, and also felt it, but found no difference in the Eustachian tubes. He catheterized frequently but could not hear air enter, though Mr. Jenkins thought he could. He endeavoured to apply the caloric reaction test to the ear, and went so far as to blow iced water up the Eustachian tube, but without result. The jaw apparently articulated with the anterior wall of the mastoid process.
A Case of Healed Fracture of the Right Temporal Bone in which the Line of Fracture in the Meatus can be seen.
By ARTHUR H. CHEATLE, F.R.C.S.
A MAN, aged 30, sustained a fracture of the base of the skull, involving the right temporal bone, at the age of ten years. A certain amount of middle-ear deafness has resulted. On examination, cicatrices can be seen in Shrapnell's membrane and in the posterior segment of the membrana tensa. The line of fracture is visible in the posterior superior wall of the bony meatus. Small gaps in the bone, filled in by flaccid membrane, can be seen. The internal ear is not affected.
Mr. CHEATLE added that the condition must be rare, as it was only the third case of the kind he had seen in his life.
Note of a Case of Nerve Deafness in a Syphilitic of Thirty
Years' Standing.
A MAN, aged 51, had syphilis at the age of 21. For seven or eight years he had noticed the gradual onset of deafness, with ringing tinnitus in both ears, the right being the worse. No giddiness, headache, herpes or facial paralysis. Examination shows marked nerve implication. No signs or symptoms of tabes or of involvement of other nerves. Wassermann's test is positive. I had stated, in opening the discussion on syphilis at the last meeting, that " I cannot be certain that, apart from tabes, there is a progressive sclerosis of the auditory nerve alone." This case, however, appears to be of that nature.
